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DearMr. Bergen

ThankYOU for your lettersdatedNovember24, 1999andMarch 26,2003 addressedto
Mr. CharlesM. Auer, formerDirector,ChemicalControlDivision. Mr. Auerhasaskedthat I
respondon his behalf. I apologizefor the lengthydelayin respondingto your request.

Your letterrequestsinformationon thestatusof ResinacidsandRosinacids,aluminum,
salts(aluminumrosinate),(CAS No. 61789-65-9)undertheEnvironmentalProtectionAgency’s
(EPA’s)High ProductionVolume(HPV) ChallengeProgram. Specifically,you haverequested
that aluminumrosinatebeeliminatedfrom considerationfor testingundertheHPV Challenge
Programbasedon the factthat this substanceis not requiredto be reportedfor Toxic Substances
ControlAct (TSCA) InventoryUpdateReporting(JUR).

Regardingyourrequestto removeResinacidsandRosinacids,aluminum,salts
(aluminumrosinate),(CAS No. 61789-65-9)from theHPV ChallengeProgram,EPAposted
draftguidanceon proceduresfor removingchemicalsthat areno longerHPV from the scopeof
the voluntaryHPV ChallengeProgramon its ChemicalRight-to-Knowwebsitein March, 1999.
For EPA to concludethat a no longerHPV claim is vqlid, achemicalcannotbeproducedby any
companyor groupofcompaniesat totalproductionvolumesof 1 million poundsperyearor
greater,andthe chemicalmustbe shownasnot likely to becomeanHPV chemicalin thefuture,
basedon businessplans,pastproductionpatterns,andcredibletrendsin themarket. These
conditionsareintendedto satis&thetermsoftheHPV ChallengeFrameworkdocument,as
quotedon the EPA ChemicalRight-to-Knowwebsite:“Substancesthat sponsorsverifS’ are“no
longerHPV” andarenot likely to becomeHPV againwill not requiretestingand will be
removedfrom the list. (Substanceswhich areeitheronly slightly, or temporarily,belowthe
HPV thresholdwill remainon thelist.)”

In accordancewith thepolicy announcedin theguidancedocument,EPA evaluatedeach
claim using informationdrawnfrom the 1990, 1994,and 1998 IUR data,without entertaining
any requeststo amendpurportedlyerroneousreportingfrom the 1990JURreportingcycle. The
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Agency consideredthetotal chemicalproductionvolume,over time, thepercentchangein
productionvolume overtime, and thenumberof companiesthatreportedproduction. Basedon
thedemonstratedvolatility ofproductionvolumesunderIUR andrecognizingthe limitations in a
quadrennialreportingscheme,EPA hassettheminimumcriteriafor identi~ingchemicalsasno
longerHPV asatotal annualproductionvolumebelow I million poundsfor the lasttwo
reportinge~’cles(i.e., 1994and 1998).

BasedonEPA’s reviewof all thepertinentIUR data,theAgencyhasdeterminedthat
ResinacidsandRosinacids,aluminum,salts(aluminumrosinate),(CASNo. 61789-65-9)does
not Meetthe “no longerHPV’ criteria.However,pleasebeadvisedthat theAgencywill post
yourletteraccompaniedby this response,on theChemRTKwebsiteapproximatelyfive days
aftermailing. If youhaveany questionsconcerningthis response,pleasecontactBarbara
Leczynski,ChiefoftheExiting ChemicalsBranch,at(202)260-3945. If you haveany general
questionsconcerningtheHPV ChallengeProgram,pleasesubmitthemthroughtheChemRTK
websitecommentbuttonor throughtheTSCA AssistanceInformationService(TSCA Hotline) at
(202) 554-1404.TheTSCA Hotline an alsobe reachedthroughe-mail attsca-hotline(~epa.gov.

We thankyou for yourletterandlook forwardto your continuedinterestin theHPV
ChallengeProgram.

Sincerely,

Philip S. Oshida,Acting Director
ChemicalControlDivision

cc: AR-201
RebeccaCool
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